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Calfed won't.
® contribute to

flood control

Harold Kruger
Appl-Oemocist

Calfed, the massive srate-fed-
eral program that will affect |
California’s water policies for
decades, hss no interest in -

Northern Califernia food con-

trol, & Calfed official said Tues- .

ayt . oo
Dick Daniel, Calfed’s assistant
directar, teld & Yuba City town

.d

hall meeting that flood protec-

tion north of the delta was -

nevet a Calfed concern. It's up to

the US. Army Corps of Engi-

neers ang local entities, he said.

“This is' something totally
new for me when you're saying
that north of the delta is not
part of the Calfed responsibili-
" said Sen, Maurice Johan-
nessen, R-Redding' “That Is
totally off tha wall. You have

. beendol.glgithis fut.;:1 YeALS, You've
been up all'over the north state
talking shout ;tf”

A surprised Johaimessen |
asked Daniel, "What the ‘hell .
have you guys been doing for the
last few years i you have mo
interest north of tha delta?"

Calfed is “not delegated
responsibility to deal with fload
manggement outside of the
delta,” Daniel said, -

Johanmessen called the mest-
ing to learn more about Calfed,
which will release an updated
environmental report Jume 25,
and to stir community opposi-
tion to SB 495, the Yoba River

' wild-andscenic bill. About 100
' pegpl.e showed up.

alfed's interests north of the
delfz include water supply, envi-
ranmental restoration, water
gon{egvg??n and water quality,

“I'mi astounded to hear them
confirm putlicly that they
Interd not to give us flood pro-
tection,” safd Sufter County
Admfnistrator Larry Combs.

Dayiel said Calfed is interest-
ed in levee setbacks and flood
bypagses. o

“In order to restore the delta
envitonmoent, one of the critical
needs is to recreats some alter-
natives for that vast flogdplain
process that once occurred in
this ¥alley” Danjel said.

SB; 496, a bill to designate 39
roiled of the south Yuba River
wildand scenic, also would have
no affect on Calfed; Daniel sajd.

Calfed doesn't propose” any
damis ot the Yuba, and making
the piver %:d scenlc Woiglrg
notiimpact ' Brosys
resforation efforts in the Yuba
watershed, Daniel said.

Other speakers gpposed ' the

. bilt’carried by Seu. Byron Sher,
D-Stanford. It bas passed .the *

Sertate and is now pending Inan
Asdembly committee. .

*T can tell you, youl eap tell
Sher the next time he needs

* wafer; tell him to call the Culli-

gak man,” former Navada Coun-
t¥ Supervisor Rene Antonson
tolg Johannessen, |
Corabs sald the Yuba River "is
a fire hoze almed at the heart of
Yuba City, It is dangerons. It
cafised the 1955 flood. It caused
the 1986 flood, and it caused the
1997 flood,” o
Sutter County 1s "not neces-
sarily pro-dam. but we are pro-
fiood control for Sutter County,”
risk.” ) . .
The Yuba County Water
Agency is studying flood control
opfions for the Yubg, even
though “those of us in this areg
dor’t understand why we need
to study things to death ... All of
a-sudden, gomebody decides to
desipnate the Yuba River wild
and scenic, which will take
some flood control options off
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Combs gaid. “Sutter Comnty isat”

the table,” ha sajd.

Combs likened SB 496 to a law
that allows I[ires to burn
unchecked in Nevada Cotinty:

“Nobody would advocate
that,” be said. “That'e insane.”

Supporting wild and scenle,
Combs said, is like advocating
that ‘“Marysville, Linda, Qlive-
hurst or Yuba City flood. That is
nat acceptable to Sulter County
That is not acceptable to this
regimfi

Adeguate flood protection
“really bolls down to an issue of
public safety and economic

. security for our avea.” said Curt

Afkens, the Water Agency’s
assistant administrator “We've

.had a fiood an average of eyery

‘10 years.”
~. SB 456 “takss away some of

" the' significant flood control

options to comprehensively pro-

" teet the Sacramento Valley”

said David Guy, executive direc-
tor of the Northern Czliformia

 Water Asgociation. “If will take

away some of ‘the water supply
features not only in the present
but in the future in the
foothills.”

Steve Danna Jr. of Danna &
Danna Inc said his farming
operation is still recovering
from the 1997 flood. |

“We still have a lot of prob-

“lems, snd we still have a lot of

things at risk,” Danna said. “In
Sacramente, you have a buge
population at risk. This is what
raally bothers me. Whan you see
2 bili like this come up, you're
shocked.”

Danna said agricultitre wants

a Yole in the Called process, but
“at what point do you continue
to play this game, and at what
point do you get out. That is a
maj;cr fact whern you look at (8B
496)."

Johannessen sald he tried to
reason with his Senate c¢ol-
leagues about the Sher bill, but
it passed anyway.

“How gad {¢ is when you have
common sense,” ha said. “That’s
a terrible thing to have because
it gets you frustrated.”
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